
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

OODLES OF DOODLES 4 GOOGLE. 

 
 

Two Yarram Secondary College Year 8 students had 

the chance to have their Google Doodles displayed 

on the Google page after being named state finalists 

in the Year 8 age group. Students had to draw a 

picture of ñMy Wish for Australiaò.  

Students Leah McDonald and Tiarne Straatman drew 

of their wishes, Leah to clean up our beaches and 

Tiarne to protect the Great Barrier Reef. 

 The girls work, along with a number of others from 

the college, were entered by  art teacher Jacqui 

Dinsbergs who was thrilled to receive the letters 

notifying of the girls achievements last week. The 

girls were chosen from entries from over 2500 

schools nationwide. 

 Ten finalists from each of the 8 Australian States & 

Territories was chosen in each year levels. The 

artwork was judged on artistic merit, creativity, 

communication and supporting statement. 

The school and Ms. Dinsbergs are very proud of the 

girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

MOST DISCIPLINED  

 

Year 9 student, Courtney Farley received a Gippsport 

Most Disciplined Scholarship at a general assembly 

recently. Courtneyôs family were in attendance when 

the award was presented. Courtney was nominated by 

the Allies netball club for her participation and 

involvement in many sports. Congratulations 

Courtney. 

ART ACQUISITION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chandra Summersô art work, an ink piece, was 

chosen for the 2009 Art Acquisition Award. Chandra 

had many pieces of artwork in the VCE Art/Tech 

exhibition, held on the cup weekend, along with 

many other quality works by other students. 

Congratulations to Chandra, all students and staff on 

the great pieces submitted. 
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NATIONAL CARROT CAKE  and 

GO- COOK COOKING 

COMPETITIONS  

 

Jake Smith, Jonathan Porter, Maxine Bowden, Lauren Le Blanc 

and Tegan Wigg represented the school in the National Carrot 

Cake and Go-Cook cooking competitions in Sale. The boys came 

equal first in the Go-Cook comp, and the girls placed second, 

winning the school a number of bbqôs and portable gas cookers. 

The competition was judged by Herald-Sun columnist/chef/writer 

Kate McGhie and Home economics teacher Trudy 

McGauran.ñJackoò received a highly commended in the carrot 

cake competition which was judged by Kate. He received a cake 

decorating book as his prize.                                           Well done 

to Miss D and the students. 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY              
Year 10 student, Valentina McVean played the l ast post and 

rouse brilliantly as part of the Remembrance Day service at 

the school on Thursday.  

 

 

TREE PLANTING IN 

JAMES STREET 
As you would be aware there were a 

large number of new trees planted in 

James Street by the shire last term. Many of these 

trees were completely snapped and had to be 

removed. I have been approached by students and 

staff members who have spoken of their disgust that 

this vandalism has occurred and have asked if there is 

anything our school community could do. 

The Shire of Wellington has agreed to work with us 

and will supply trees and equipment if there are some 

volunteers from our school that would like to be 

involved in planting these new trees. 

Please see me to volunteer if you would like to be 

involved in this project. 

Wayne Chester 

Principal  

MUSIC MATTERS 
RAFFLE -  Yarram Lions Club 

generously donated a 4 burner 

gas bbq to raffle for the music 

dept. Tickets are $1 each and 

are available from the office or 

one of the music students. This raffle will be drawn next 

Tuesday night at Stage Band rehearsal. 

 

 

JOINING THE CHORUS - 2010  
Yarram Secondary College are entering a choral ensemble 

in next yearôs JTC- Victorian State Schools Spectacular. 

The performance will be at Hisense Arena in Melbourne 

on Saturday September 11
th
 and Sunday September 12

th
. 

Individual students can also download expressions of 

interest for soloist positions as musicians, vocalists or 

dancers. www.education.vic.gov/jtc 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gippsland Multicultural 
Festival -  
Family History Competition 
As part of the Gippsland Multicultural Festival celebrations in 

March 2010, the Gippsland Ethnic Communitiesô Council 

encourage students to understand and explore their familyôs 

cultural history.  Entries to the competition will be displayed at 

the Gippsland Multicultural Festival on 13 and 14 March, 2010. 

Guidelines 
Students are invited to enter a project that describes their family 

cultural background 

The presentation can be in the form of a poster, story book, 

photographic or digital presentation 

Entries close on Friday 26th February 2010 

Each school who submits a minimum of 5 entries will receive a 

cheque for $50 to purchase multicultural materials 

The best entry from each school will receive a voucher for 

$30.00 

The best overall entry will receive a voucher for $80 & the 

runner up $50.00 

Winning entries will be on display at the Gippsland Immigration 

Museum once it is constructed at the Gippsland Immigration Park 

in Morwell. 

The entries will be judged by three members of the Gippsland 

Ethnic Communities Council. 

Information on the Gippsland Immigration Park is available at 

www.gippslandimmigrationpark.com.au 

This competition is supported by the DEECD Gippsland Region. 

 
Entries should be sent to Rod Dunlop, 
Department of Education & Early Childhood 
Development, PO Box 381, Moe 3825. 
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THE  

ANCHORAGE  

ôOH WHAT A BEAUTYéõ 
 
The words above are part of a song that was popular 

many years ago. It continues; óyouôve never seen 

anything like it in your lifeéô These sentiments 

could have applied to Mr Callcott and I on Sunday as 

we were privileged to have our gardens open to the 

public in the óOpen Gardenô scheme. The proceeds 

from this day were a fundraiser for the music 

department from the local high school in Foster. It is 

reported that over three hundred tickets were sold, so 

it was a huge success. 

 

While Mr Callcott and I were involved, we were 

largely the silent partners for our wives who have 

turned our small paddocks (about 2.5 acres or approx. 

1hectare) into lovely gardens. Our wives supplied the 

óbeautyô while we supplied the óbrawnô. Our gender 

differences complement each other with the resulting 

partnership generating comments like ñisnôt it 

beautifulò, I had no idea that this was hereò, ñisnôt it 

gorgeousò etc. etc.  

 

While courtyards and other structures brought delight 

to people, it was the wide array of colours of the 

plants that people had come to see. Each flower was a 

thing of beauty; from the exquisite roses that also 

exuded a heady perfume, to the humble pig-face that 

responds so brilliantly to the sun shining on it. Every 

colour imaginable is found in a garden and it is this 

overload of the visual sense that brings delight and 

peace. Gardens are therapeutic and you óunwindô as 

you contemplate the unique combinations of colour, 

shape, tone, textures, and smells.  

 

As a Christian, I see a garden testifying to the power 

of a Creator God. It is Godôs second book. In 

scripture, His main book, we find a wonderful text 

which reads; ñConsider the lilies how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 

theseò (Luke 12:27). It continues, ñéIt is God who 

clothes the wild grass ï grass that is here today and 

gone tomorrowé Wonôt he be all the more sure to 

clothe you, oh you of little faith?ò (v28) These texts, 

and many more like them in scripture, are inviting us 

to trust God so that ñhe may supply your need, 

according to His riches in glory (Philippians 4:19). 

 

A garden can be seen as a testimony to the hard work 

and creativity of people or maybe as something that 

is pointless as you canôt eat flowers (like one of my 

brother in-laws). Our world view of existence sees a 

garden as something that just materialised through a 

chance arrangement of atoms or is a reality of 

Intelligent Design. Whatever your point of view, a 

garden is a óthing of beautyô that enriches our lives in 

so many ways.  

 

Worth considering! 

 

Stuart Barons 

Chaplain 

 
 

 

Preliminary Notice  

YEAR 10 GRADUATION   
Year 10ôs will be celebrating their graduation to 

Year 11 with a luncheon on Friday, November 

27
th
.  

All parents are invited to be a part of this lunch 

and certificate presentation. Please returns 

RSVPôs to Robyn in the front office by Nov. 

20
th
. 

 
 
 

NOT RECEIVING 
PELIõS? 
THEN WEõD LIKE TO 
HEAR FROM YOU. 
 As a way of saving paper we prefer to e-mail 

Pelicanôs Progress. We understand not everyone has 

a computer, but if youôd like to receive an electronic 

version of Pelicanôs Progress and/or the daily  

bulletin, contact the school with your e-mail address 

and weôll put you on our list.  

Both of these are also available on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 7  

INFORMATION NIGHT  

 
For current Grade 6 students and their 

parents. 

Wednesday, November 25 th  
7pm 

In the Hot House 

Meet in the admin area. 

On the night there will be key note 

speakers, a tour of the school 

facilities, information packs. 

Light supper provided. 
 



 

FOR SALE  
 

Electronic Sudoku   
If you are interested in buying an electronic Sudoku 

game please contact Stuart Barons. As a fundraiser 

the school will be selling these for $5. It is a great 

idea for Christmas. 

Computers  
We have a number of second hand computers for 

sale. They are:  

Pentium 4 3.0ghz 

256 meg of RAM 

40 gig hard drive 

15 inch CRT monitor 

Theyôll be sold without an operating system and no 

warranty or technical support. $80 each.   

Pick up only. Please phone the school. 

Excess stock clearance 

sale 
Sunday, 22

nd
 November 

Starting at 10.00am on the back oval 

YSC  
Car parking on the back oval, follow the 

signs. 

Items for sale include: 
Plastic chairs 

30 x Two person rectangle tables 

Steel cabinets 

Lounge chairs 

6 x computers (hard drive, Screen, Keyboard & 

cables) 

25 x Computer monitors (screens only) 

Computer parts 

30 x Four foot fluorescent light fittings (doubles) 

Four draw cabinet 

Venation blinds 

Aluminium window 

Aluminium sliding door 

Metal roller 

Horizontal Borer 

Radial Arm Saw 

Mitre Saw 

And much, much more. 

All items will be priced and first in best dressed after 

10.00am opening 

 

Note: Industrial Sewing Machine listed last 

newsletter has been withdrawn. 

 

Lunch available on the day 

Raffles 

Also fire wood available, $50 a load (6 x 4) 

Bring your own trailer, needs splitting! 

 

NZ 

FUNDRAISER  
Friday, 27 th  November  
3 course meal - (set menu )  

Only $25  
 at Yarram Country Club  
Bookings and payment to front office by 
Friday 20 th  November.  (A portion of 

money paid for each meal will be donat ed 
to the NZ trip next year.  

All Welcome  
 
 

 
 

 
 

DIARY DATES: 
  

 

 NOVEMBER 

13th Primary School Band Tour 

16th 8A prom Camp 

18th 8B Prom Camp 

19th Valedictory Dinner 

22nd Excess stock clearance 

                    -back oval 

20th Start Year 10 exams 

23rd Start Year 11 exams 

24 th Yr 8 G-Connect surfing 

 Yr 9 Community Expo  

25th Year 7 Information Night 

26 th Parent Info Session (see 

flier attached) 

27 th NZ fundraiser dinner @ 

Yarram Country Club  

 

Uniform shop, Open every Tuesday 

from   10.15am -2pm 

 

 

 

 



 

WANTE D 
-TOP SOIL  

We are looking for top soil to 

continue with the beautification 

works on the gardens. If you have 

any you would like to have removed 

please call the school. 
-Old Bricks  

We are looking for old bricks for a 

path at the Station. Please contact 

5182 6522 if you have any you 

would like to donate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Information 
Session 
Our next Parent Information Session is 
Thursday November 26th 6.30pm ð 8.30pm in 
the Hothouse.  This session will be delivered  by 
Ray Leys from Parentzone Gippsland and will 
focus on self-esteem for children.  This is 
following the success of a session held earlier in 
the year related to understanding your 
teenager.  Bookings to Robyn in the office. 

 

*5z4 /05 0,": 50 #& 

away  

 

Yarram secondary 

college  

 

ABSENCE HOTLINE 

5182 6300 

 
Please leave a recorded message 

stating - 

¶ Your Name 

¶ Studentôs name 

¶ Home Group 

¶ Reason for absence 

 

 

 

 

STUDENTS -  LATE ARRIVALS  
We are still getting a number of students who 

are constantly late to school!  

If your child is late , they MUST  bring  a signed 

and dated note.  

Being LATE  or SLEPT IN  are not acceptable 

reasons.  

We also require a signed and dated note for 

students to LEAVE  early.  

 We are accountable to DEET for childrenôs 

absences.  

If your child is going to be absent for the day 

or a n umber of days please contact the 

absence hotline and leave details.  

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 7 & 8 HOMEWORK CLUB 

Weekly homework club for year 7 & 8 students 

will be held every Monday 

afternoon from 3.30pm - 

4.30pm in the Hot House.  

See Mrs. OôNeill for further 

details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spellmaster  2010 

Round 1 - Sunday, 28
th

 

February. 
Parish Hall, St. Andrewôs 1560 Malvern 

Road,Glen Iris 

Melways ref: 59 H7 

Junior Division 1.45-2.45pm, Senior 

Division 3.15-4.30pm 

Visit www.spellmaster.com.au 

 



PRINCIPALS REPORT  
 

Hot Weather 
With summer just around the corner and the 

recent heatwave reminding us of whatôs to come, 

Iôve taken this opportunity to remind all parents 

and students of the importance of applying sun 

cream in the mornings and throughout the day 

here at school. Students should also wear 

sunglasses when they are in the yard and the 

uniform shop has excellent, ótrendyô, bucket hats 

for sale. All students should wear these to protect 

themselves against skin cancer. Dehydration is 

another problem associated with this warmer 

weather and students are encouraged to bring 

drink bottles from home (put them in the freezer 

the night before) and use the drink taps at school 

often throughout the day. The first sign of 

dehydration is a headache and by this stage it 

takes a lot of fluid to relieve the symptoms. 

Students need to take care of themselves to 

optimise their learning opportunities each day. 

 

Art Acquisition  
Congratulations to Chandra Summers on 

winning this yearôs art acquisition award.  

Chandra had many excellent pieces on display 

along with other VCE art/tech students. 

 

Year 9 Community Fishing 
Recently a group of eighteen year nine students 

participated in a community partnership fishing 

day at Lake Guthridge in Sale. The students met 

up with a group of students from the Sale Special 

School and together they enjoyed the day fishing 

in the lake. I went along with our students and I 

was very impressed with the way our students 

conducted themselves taking on the role of 

instructor/mentors for the Sale students. The day 

was set up by Gippsport and all involved enjoyed 

a BBQ lunch and the opportunity to share 

knowledge. The only downside for the day was 

that the fish werenôt interested in being caught. 

Better luck next time! 

 

Doodle for Google 
One of our energetic Art teachers, Mrs Jacqui 

Dinsbergs entered her year eight students into a 

competition titled, óDoodle for Googleô. This 

competition is a national competition, with 

thousands of students entering around the 

country. 

We were lucky to have two of our year eight 

students (Tiarne and Leah) selected to make up 

only ten from Victoria. The girls made it to the 

final eighty for their age group nationally, then 

the list was cut to only eight and the girls missed 

the cut. I would like to congratulate the girls on 

their fine achievement and to let them know that 

we are all very proud of their efforts. Well done. 

 

Latest Technology Whiteboard 

Demonstration 
On Tuesday night some of our staff and some 

representatives from the local primary schools 

were given demonstrations on how to use the 

latest technology in white boards to enhance 

teaching and learning in our classrooms. It was 

great to see the staff enthusiastically embracing 

this state of the art technology. We are planning 

to purchase several mobile whiteboards to be 

shared around the school. Some will also be 

setup in the new science wing when it is built. 

 

Excess Stock Garage Sale 
On Sunday 22

nd
 of November, we will be 

holding a garage sale on the back oval to sell off 

excess stock that hasnôt been used for years. This 

will also provide us with much needed space to 

store science equipment while the new science 

complex is being built. The sale will start at 

10.00am and close at 1.00pm. There will be 

BBQ food and milkshakes to buy and a raffle to 

support our students shooting in New Zealand 

early next year. Please put this date into your 

diary and come along for a look. You never 

know what you might find. 
For a full list of whatôs available to buy, 

checkout the advertisement in this newsletter. 

See you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Russell Mitchell 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact us: 

¶ If you have any questions or concerns about 
your child or you would like to view the 
classroom renovations we have just 
completed please phone or come into the 
school.  

¶ Both Russell Mitchell and I are happy to 
meet with parents or community members at 
a time that suits you. 



VCE  NEWS 
       

2010 C.A.S. HAWKER 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

Valued at up to $60,000 over 4 years. 

Scholarships open Dec 7
th
, 2009 and close Jan. 8

th
, 2010. 

The C.A.S. Hawker scholarships are available to 

Australian students to study at a number of Universities 

and Colleges. An application form, scholar profiles, FAQs 

and the remarkable life of C.A.S. Hawker can be found on 

the website www.hawkerscholarship.org. 

Information is available by contacting the secretary to the 

Trustees on (08) 8127 1654. Selection is based largely on 

personal qualities as well as academic ability.  

The scholarships commemorate the memory of scholar, 

soldier, pastoralist and statesman Charles Allan Seymour 

Hawker. 

 
MARINE SCIENCE CAREERS DAY 
                Monday, Nov 30

th
  

                 9.30am-3pm  

              $35 per attendee. 

Discover a range of careers in the field of 

marine science. 

Expert presentations. Guided tour of 

Melbourne Aquarium. Spaces limited. 

Bookings essential. 

            Bookings and enquiries 9923 5911.    

 
    e-mail: education@melbourneaquarium.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA  
Signed copies of 

Maraôs Flame are 
available from the 
Library or see Mr. 
Clark. It can also 
include a 
dedication. Copies 
are $20 each and 
would make a 
great Christmas 
gift.  
 

 

 

 BEAT MATHS  

Beat Maths is an after school program that runs 

on a Monday afternoon from 3.30pm in Room 

22 to assist students needing help with their 

Maths class work or homework. If you have any 

enquiries please contact Karen Dierickx at the 

College 

 

 
 
Student 
Photos 
Throughout the year, photos are taken of students on 

camps, excursions, sports days, classes etc. These 

photos are often supplied to the local newspaper for 

use, as well as for our records. We decided to make 

these photos available at a cost of $3 per disc. Each 

disc can have ñcurrent eventò only, photos put on 

them, not a yearsô worth. For example if your child 

has been on camp, we can burn a disc of that campôs 

photos, then if they compete in a sports day the 

following week, we can put them on a separate disc. 

Disks can be ordered at the front office and must be 

paid for when ordered. There is definitely NO 

CREDIT.  

 THERE ARE SOME GREAT PHOTOS 

AVAILABLE  

 

 
 

ARE YOU EX NAVY, ARMY, OR  

AIR FORCE ? 
 
Then Carry On (Victoria) may be able to help you with 

education costs if you meet our eligibility criteria. 

 
Carry On (Victoria) assists Secondary School students in 

Years 7-12 with grants for expenses such as fees, books, 

uniforms, excursions etc. 

 
Children whose Parent/s or Legal Guardians have a need 

for financial assistance and comply with our eligibility 

criteria can apply.   All grants are income tested and the 

closing date for applications is 5 November 2009. 

 
If you have served in Australian Defence Forces or Allied 

Forces and you wish to apply for a Secondary Education 

Grant for 2010, please phone Carry On on (03) 9629 

2648 to establish eligibility and request an application 

form.  

 

http://www.hawkerscholarship.org/


INFORMATION 

FOR ALL 

PARENTS AND 

GUARDIANS 

 
Á EXCURSIONS/CAMPS 

A reminder to all students going on excursions or camps, 
money and forms MUST be in BEFORE the due date. 
Failure to do so may mean you canõt go.  

 
Á LEAVING SCHOOL 

It is VERY important that if students have to leave school 

for ANY  reason, or are late to school, they must have a 

note stating the reason, signed by a parent or guardian 

approving this. We have to provide this information 

to the Education Dept. 

 

¶  PERSONAL GOODS BROUGHT TO 
SCHOOL  AT OWNERõS RISK  

 The Department of Education and Early Childhood 

Development does not hold insurance nor does it accept 

responsibility for private property brought to school by 

students, staff and visitors. Personal property is often 

brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can 

include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting 

equipment and cars parked on school premises.  The 

Department of Education and Early Childhood 

Development does not hold insurance for personal 

property brought to schools and it will generally not pay 

for any loss or damage to such property.  

Students are discouraged from bringing any unnecessary 

or particularly valuable items to school. 

 

¶ PANADOL APPROVAL 
To be able to give students panadol we must have approval 

from parents. If you are unsure whether you have given 

approval, please contact the school as 

 NO APPROVAL -NO PANADOL . 

Under no circumstance are students to bring Panadol or 

other paracetamol to school. It needs to be administered by 

staff so we can record, when it has been taken especially if 

any further medical treatment is required. Overdoses of 

these drugs can lead to serious long term damage most 

notably liver & kidney damage. 

ALL  medication prescription or non-prescription MUST 

be handed into the office and not administered by students. 

 

¶ ACCIDENT  INSURANCE 
 Parents are reminded that the Department does not 

provide personal accident insurance for students. Parents 

and guardians are generally responsible for paying the cost 

of medical treatment for injured students, including any 

transport costs, unless the injury is caused by the 

negligence (carelessness) of a Department or school 

council employee or volunteer.  
Student accident insurance policies are available from the 

private insurance market.  

These cover a range of medical expenses not covered by 

Medicare. They can be obtained by parents for individual 

students.  

¶  Reasonably low cost accident insurance policies 

are available from the commercial insurance 

sector.  

¶ The Department cannot advise parents on whether 

to purchase a student accident policy or which 

policy to purchase as individual families are 

likely to have differing needs. Their decision may 

be affected by other insurance cover they hold, 

the extent  

Please note that the contact list of insurers known by the 

Department that offer student accident insurance is 

available from the school. 

 

 

¶ AMBULANCE 
Yarram SC has a duty of care to all students, staff & 

visitors and the policy is to call an ambulance in the case 

of injury to anyone on the school premises, or related 

activity. 

The cost of transport by ambulance can cost thousands of 

$$$ and it is recommended that families have current 

ambulance cover.  The very time you might require an 

ambulance is usually the very time you are not in a 

position to negotiate or refuse transport 

 

 

 

 

 


